
MSLA Policy Brief:  Impact of SLTs on Students & the Educational Ecosystem
Number of schools with 0 LSLTs: 1102,  60.32% 
Number of schools with less than 1 LSLT: 275,  15.05% 
Number of schools with 1 LSLT: 403, 22.06% 
Number of schools with more than 1 but fewer than 2 LSLTs:  20, 1.09% 
Number of schools with 2 or more LSLTs:  18,  0.99% 
Total Schools 1827  
Districts with “0” LSLTs increased by 2% between 2023-2025
39% of MA School Districts have “0” LSLTs

Source: DESE 2024-2025 Educator by Age Group 

An Act Relative to
School Libraries

Bills  S.2865 & H.4207

VALUE OF STANDARDS
The School Library Standards bills define an effective school library
program as one that employs a Licensed School Library Teacher (LSLT),
offers up-to-date, culturally responsive print and digital resources, and
provides equitable learning opportunities for the school community.
Based on the AASL National School Library Standards, their adoption
offers information literacy (IL) competencies - not a curriculum - but
integrates with ALL  K12 academic and extracurricular content.

The Bills require no funding. DESE will provide data to study how to ensure
equitable access across the Commonwealth. School districts and
administrators will be provided with IL tools to operationalize the
standards.
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RELATED LEGISLATION

DESE and the MA School Library Association developed and are piloting
(17 schools) a School Library Teacher Evaluation Rubric, based on the
AASL standards. Provides professional support for SLTs & evaluators.

Media Literacy Now & DESE recently published Media Literacy in MA:
 A Landscape Plan and Policy Recommendations. With the Massachusetts
School Library Association, there is a call to invest in school librarians as
media literacy leaders (pp. 7 & 119).

,

URGENT ACTION 
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S.2726, An Act regarding free
expression

S.2710 -  Ebook Bill

Hearing Held on
November 12, 2025

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Um1Rvq91A8Pp_Z0fvxzCwr4BWzVcEVY0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Um1Rvq91A8Pp_Z0fvxzCwr4BWzVcEVY0/view?usp=sharing
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S2865
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/H4207
https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/aasl/content/advocacy/statements/docs/AASL_Position_Statement_Effective_SLP_2018.pdf
https://www.ala.org/sites/default/files/aasl/content/advocacy/statements/docs/AASL_Position_Statement_Effective_SLP_2018.pdf
https://standards.aasl.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/AASL-Standards-Framework-for-Learners-pamphlet.pdf
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S428
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/H4207
https://www.doe.mass.edu/edeval/rubrics/sisp-rubric-school-librarians.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m8_aWboMu2fwsI-wAUuDm-y7otSW2ugH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m8_aWboMu2fwsI-wAUuDm-y7otSW2ugH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m8_aWboMu2fwsI-wAUuDm-y7otSW2ugH/view?usp=sharing
https://mblc.state.ma.us/mblc_blog/2025/11/14/2025letter/
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S2726
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S2726
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S2710/BillHistory
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S2710/BillHistory
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S2710/BillHistory

